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AN APPEAL TO THE DELEGATES TO THE NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE YCL
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Comradgs: fyﬁy/?i;

Your convention deceisions arc alrcady deterriined} In the very
riidst of tho pre-convention discussion, thoso who, like oursclves,
oxpresscd disagrocrient with the Pcoplol!s Front, social patriotic
linc of the Young Cormmnist Leaguc were expelled -= for put ting
forth our rcevolutiopary convictions at a ‘tirec c¢spoecilally provided
for that purpose. What a mockory of inncreLoaguc denocracyl

Why thosc coxpulsions? Why was loss than two wooks porriitted
for discussion of the draft program of the YCL (first printed in
tho "Daily Worker", April 10, 1937)? Why do tho loadors of the YCIL
fear discussion, criticism?

» Bocausc the YCL, 1like the CP, has abandoncd Marxisr, the core
runisn of Lonin and the Russian Revolution. Its progran is class
collaboration as against class strugglc, Pcoplels Front as agalnst
working class unitcd front, socilal patriotisn instoad of rovolus
tionary strugglec against all imperialist wars and governricnts,
nationalisn in placc .of prolctarian internationalisr.

In Spain, the workers and pcasants roplicd to Frenecols coup
dletat by spontancously seizing tho' factorics and land, organizing
workers'! and poasents! cormittecs ‘and rilitia. Thoy bogan tho
workers! rovolutions But tho Pcople!s Front, above all tho Corie
rmnist Party, opposcd those rovolutionary.stops. ' Unity with tho
liboral bourgeoisic had to be maintained at all eostse ' Thoy bos
carte the: bost defondors of Spahish eapitalisriy in the nario of
bourgcols derwoeracy, thoy dissqlve the rost donperatiec organs, the
worlcops! and poasants! cormititdcs and nilitiay fhey physically
attack those who raisc the slogan "War at the front {(unitv of all
anti-fascists sgainst Franco) "and rovolution in tho rear® (the
continuation of the rovolution begun last July until a workors!
ancd peasants! governrient is formed). Just as Lonin was attoacked
as.an agent of the Kaiser, so thosc who wish to follow the road of

+ the Russian Bolshcviks arc called agonts of Hitlor)

" .

In Francc, the Pcople's Front govornrent, which is supported
by tho Corrmnist Party, bans voluntecers to anti-fascist Spaing ade
opts laws for conpulsory arbitration and against criticisn of tho
"colonial adnministration. The Pcoplel!s Front police 'shoot workors
who dcnonstrate agalnst Fascismy and arrost those who carry on rove
olutlonary propaganda in the armys The Corrmunist Party supports
the French army and navy, votes for the nilitary budgot, and is rr e .
paring the workcrs for the noxt irnperialist war in tho nang of the
dofonsc of dormocracy against Fascisris Social patriotisn is tho oo
scnce of the Corrminist Party progroni

Only yestorday this lino was cxerplificd by the action of the
Chincso Young Corrmnist Loagucs At its national eonvontion, it
placed the butcher of the Chincsc masscs, Chiang Kai Shok, on its
presidiunme. Will your convontion do the saric?

You arc asked to support the sarc prograrie -The draft proscntoed
to you 1s ricroly 1ts oxpression in the youth ficld., It is a social
dorocratic or Loft Now Deal prograne. One rermant of the old rovoe
lutionary tradition is loft: tho nare "Young Corrmunist Loaguc" e
would 1t not be wiscr that this also be droppod?
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Loft Now Dealisn: the struggle against the 'oconoriie roralists’
(not against tho capitalist class) tho struggle for derioeracy
whieh if victorious will lcad "in #heo coursoc of tino (to) tho~;on]»
1zaiton of that groatest idecal of mankind...o. socialist socioty"
(no® tho revoluticnary struggle for power, tho dictatorship of tho
prolotariat); against gigantic mi¥ftary oxponditurcs (not against
all irmporialist armaronts and governrients in pcaccetirc and wartince s
for "full support to the first land of Socialisnm, 'tho Soviet Union"
(no unoquivocal stateriont for tho defensc of the Sovict Union ~- or
is this phrasoc too radical and scetari~n?). An organization "of and
for Aroricats young pcople'.s,"orbracing tho forward looking youth"
(not an organization of young workoers which cribraccs youth of othor
elnssos who give alloglanco to the working class),’ Not a word of
oxplicit criticisn of Roosovolt.. Not cven the old denand cf the
YCL against military control of the CCC conps:is rcntiocned{ That
would mlionato tho "forwrrd lookinmg youth"l
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Tho draft progran calls for organic unity with the Yipscls on
one pro~condition: the oxpulsion of tho Trotslkyltcs frory thelr
ranks. And by Trotskyltes is nonnt the consistent rcvolutionary
Socialists, tho opponcnts of People's Frontisrni, In the Sovict
Union,: the burcaucratic londers, who coripletely doninate the Corie
runist Intornational, havo conductod monstrous fraro=up trinls
apainst: 01d Bolshoviks, Trotsky, tho organizer of the Red Army,
and Lonin's co-workor, ‘is callod 'an agent of tho Gestapo. Othoer
0ld Bolshcviks, the old goneral staff with-Lenin, of *the Corrmnist’
International, arc eoccused of plotting the destructicn of vorkors!
powor in Russia and instituting o "ageist repines With tho aild
of thoso "trials" a furicus internatiocnal canpaipn is conducted
nrainst tho revolutionary Sceialists in the Soviet Union, opain,
Frencc and the Urit¥od Statoss - All’this in ordor to put acrods the
nationalist progrart of the Stalin lcadership, and its Pcoplols
Front progran in the capitalist countricsi Thesce trials rinke nmoro
aifficult the dofonsc of the workors! Scvict Union, tho strugrle
apainst Fascisn, war and capltalisri, Only if this line is dow
foated can world sccialism be victorious,

Unity of the youth 1s tho ncod of the noricnt, Unity on a rcve {
olutionary prograrn=-a prograr which rojoccts Pcople!s Frontism and %
ggcial patrictisn and ralscos the bannor of larx, Liobknccht and Lors |

-

That 1s why we join tho Youn, Pcoplct!s Soeinlist Loaguc, the
organization which scores of YCLers have joined in the past nonths,
We urpge you to eritically oxanino thoe policios irposcd upon you,

and wo arc econfident that you will roach tho sanc conglusions as
wo have, and join thc YPSL.

Bob Taylor
- Isadore Roscnborg
g . - Bill Davis

CCNY DAY BRANCH
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Wap oL AN - Milton Zaslow (Rosipgned)
" " " - Abc Wober "

: 1" n n < Max I-'I(f,‘nt 1

TOM PAINE " -« Bornard Licbornan
e " « Irving Feirin

NATHAN HALE" « Holen Gourin

SUNNYSIDE " - Maritian Molraux (Resignod)

Now York City, May 2, 1937




