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s _sanhICT Al LYCTIE OF THE WaR QUES TION:

THE ROAD TO WaAR is paved with resolutions for "Peace", A great wave of
"peace" assemblies has rolled over the country, It becomes imperative to cut
through this smoke-screen with the sharpeedged.tool of Marxist analysis; to
show the nature-of war gencrally and of the coming war specifically., 'y

MATUFE OF WAR,,,"War is the continuation of politics by other, forcniul*mgans“
sald Lenin, Thus the conflict of the industrial politics of the developing north
and:. the slave politics of the cotton south was continued in the form of Civil
War., The conflict between the imperial politics of the Entente Powers and the
Central Powers was continued in the form of World War,

WIURE OF THE COLIING WAR, .4 The coming world war will @lso be a continuation of
conflicting economic inturests and imperial politi¢s, Tho civil war in Spain has
lincd up France and England against Italy and Germany, The full fledged war in
China has drawn together England and the United States eagainst Japan, BPoth wars
form part of thce repidly spreading conflict between the two imperialist blocs,

The one bloc consisting of England, France, and the United States demands peace
in which to cnjoy its colonial posscssions and impcorialist supremacy., The other
bloc, consisting of Cermany, Japan, ahd Italy, demand a rcdivision of the spoilse-
and they back their-words with arms, The-Fact that the Bovilt Union cxists, thdt
it tirce to become 2 member of the "satisficd"imperinlist bloe, this fact goms
plicates but dogs _not chonge thy imperialist maturc of the coming war, Lunin ¢allcd
the World War an impcerialist ver.bccruse its dominant character was the contine
uation of the conflict of impcrial politics into war, We call the coming wa
an imperialist war for the same roason,

WAR AND THE WORKER'S PARTIES,,, War is the groat tust of a.workers' party, 1In
times of peace the test of 2 workers! party is that it opposc crpitalist cxploite
ation of labor, that it fight for the overthrow of capitalism and for the ~chicve
cmont of socialism, In times of puace various organizations mry cloim to be

workcrs 'partics, XXXXXEXXE Rcl-tively fow students and fower workers arc suffice
iently developced politiezlly to test the claims =nd separate the frauds from: the
real thing, War is the great winnower of :frauds, It strips them bare for =211l . .
literate workers- to repadi=te, . Var expleits xnot-meroly tho i~ber but even the
lives of the workers, To support-war is to support capitxlist exploitation at ite
highevst, War 2s the Nye Committce has shown, will causc the immedinte ostablishe
ment of n military-fascist dictatorship in tho United States that will hove power
to destroy collcctive bargaining, to break unions, to reduce wages, ~nd to maine
t2in high porofits for capitnlists. . Te support w-r is to support government
opporesgion of the working class., But war arms tens of millions of workers and
places in their hands the wenpons for the overthrow of capitalism,

SUPPORT OF WAR IS LINKLD TO -COUNTER-REVOLUTION,.,, Wherever -the Socizlists suppe
orted the last war the outcome w2s the shrttering of worker's organizations,
dictatorships, fascism and more war, The Cermn Socinlists supported the war,
Hitler's Mizig are the true descendants of the "Socialists" Noske and Scheuideman,
who crushcd the revolution, And today Cermany presscs townrd more war, Supporti.
war brings not pe¢ace ‘but counturercvolution,’

THE COWMUNIST PARTY SUPPORTS WAR AND COUNTER-REVOLUTION,,.,The Communist Party
of the United Statessupporte the coming war, Their luvader, Earl Browder, promiscs
in public that "in 2 war 2 ninst the Fascists(substitue Japan) I would join the
armies of the United States," 'The youth leader promiscs even morc bluntly, .
Dave Grant, state seerctary of .the Massdichusetts Young Communist Loague, in
answer to the question"In case of war, would you fight?" answexed under oath,
“YOS:"

In 2 spvech on "Democracy and the Constitution” Earl Browder innsugand
in behalf of the C.P, thnt "If there should.arisc in Anerica dnyth?ng similar ?o
the situation in Spain, where the democratic republic while rcPuls§ng th% fq§C1$
invasion was stabbed in the brck by the "uncontrollable extremists ( 2 ming ity
of the imarchists and the Trctskyist P.0.U.l%), then we; like cur brctﬁcrs cf.thx
Spangh C,P, would be in the forcfront of the struggle to sugprcss such"extremiss”,
who nre really agents of fascism, and ronder then harmless,” : 3

The only"fascist invasicn" he could possibly have in glnd.ls w?r with
Japan, Of just such a war Lenin gaid "Japan and Amcricz(capltzllsts)wznt to : 4
£ ht; they will fight for,..supreincy, for the rlght.to loot, ¢+« Of course, gf ;nEc
of the fatherland in su h a war would be a heincur erime, o betrayal of socialism,

of course, to support one country agninst another would be a bctfayal of

communismy™ The gpb of a workerslparty is to turn cnpitalist war into a2 struggle
for the overthorw of capitalist systenm and its wars, Thoso who preach such
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action would be, of course, "uhcontrollable extremists” i,e, revolutionists who
cannot be controlled by capitalists of their country or any country, PBrowder
promises to American ca pitalists that in a var agninst Japan, they need not
fear "oxtrerists" in the rear, The Communist Party "would be in the forefight
of the struggle to suppress such "extrormists",..and render than harmless, " )

WAR I'ONCZRS ON TIE CAWPUS,,. On the campus the fight against war has become a
fight against the actions of the -peanmut patriots and the program of the Y.C.L.
The YOL far better thai the ROTC mobiliges and preparcs student support for war,
Lot us analyze cach of their cutctanding slogans,

DELOCRACILS VLKSUS DICTATOKCHIPS,., This slogan w-s forevseen long z2go. In its
resolution on Var, the Sixth Congruss of the Comrunist International said "In

the 11t inperinlist wur, the Allies mde use of the slogan'Ficht agrinst
Fxxxkxxir Prussion militarism?'; while the Central  Powers uscd the slogan™ i it
~grinst Toarisn! ' both sides using the respective slognng ‘to mobilize thie unstes
for war, In 2 future w-r butween Italy ind France(expond this to Italy-Gerranys
J;p%n cgainst France-England=U,S,) the s~me purpose will be scrved by the slogin
"picht against rencticnary Twecisn®, for the bourpeoisie on the latter countrics
will take advontage of the anti-fiscist sentiments cf the insscs of the people

to justify irperialist war,” ‘Thnt the beourgecisie should tedny "takd advantage
cf the anti-fascist sontiments of the rnsses of the pcoéle to justify iuperinle
ist war," is to be expected, That the Comrunist Intermnticnl on a werld sende
and the C.P. mticnnlly sheuld ‘de likewise indicntes their corpplete suppert cf
the beurgeoisie, and their erass betrayal of “the werkers,

Lo Cunsirit, TFrench Corrunist Party scldicrs' paper, dircets its rceubers to

"obey your ¢fficers cven if they ~re Iascists, Dont disrupt the diseipline cf
our arny, Vive 1' arnce de 1a Republique " Shnll we shcut "Vive?"  That is the
nothed of gelatincus spined fakers but nct the acticn ¢f hard-hended revelutioniets,

COLLECIIVL *4C1Iuli,,. Colluetive acticn for ihe purpose of ccllective sceurity
re-ns oxactly whot it siys "eollevetive aeticn ", It menns that the irperinle

ist powers lhaving sinmilar interests to prctect against Japan cr Italy cr Geruony
work together diplemntically and prep~r. t¢  pool th ir militory forecs when politic
contimuvs intc war, It dces nct iean thnt thuy get together te sk Japon Lerely
to pluise leave Chinn, It means "acticn" tc ccmplet Japan to lenve, "Collective
acticn) is, and rust be by its very nature, 2 1dlit~ry allionce fcr war, Thit
archeivperinlist, Teddy Rocsevelt, saw this  twenty=-five years 2gc =nd saic "is
rogard Mminchuris, if the Jipancse chocse tc fcllow 1 ecurse of eccnduct tc which
Wweo are ndvores, we cnannct stop it unless we are prepred o e tc war," Ccllectivo
nction at Brusscls is merely 1 clenk for the nilitary ~n1lirnces that pprepire icr
action boetuss net merely innchurix, but all cf Chim is ~t stnke, T

ccllective ~cticn is tc suppcrt irperialist wor. Wall Etrocty the CoBo, thie

YCL, 2nd cur carpus libernls suppirt bo th,

FIENSE O THE SOVILT UNTON, A1l roveluticnists w-nt tc defund thu 8.U. Upen tids
there is no disagreemenmt, Disagreerint arises when the questicn is posed: \lint
is th. best wap to defend the 8.U.2 A ccrreet answer rust take inte considersticn
the fundamental fact thht the Scvict economy is 2 socialist econcrys Lridst
the for-flung decline cof capitnlism everywhere, the Soviet ceunciy buccies tae
sy.bel ¢f prcgress and sclution for cecnodic ovils, Its existance ~nd develop=
ent constitutes a etanding indictiient against eapitalisy, It is revcluticnory
propaganda of the rcest eifoctive type for the cverthrow cf eapitolisni,

The C¢P. drew the correct implicaticns from this ~nnlysis in 1935 when it discussed
the Fronco=Scviet Pact and the pessibilites cf '~ wnr with Geriany, "In the
svont of 2 war which weuld find beth the §,U. ~nd France fghting 1g- inst Gerna ny
wh:t weuld the Froneh Corrunists de?" asked the Drily Verker ¢f thy 11,1935 and
it answered "Jhatever the oxact circunstances in which the hestilitics would
begin, the French Coriainists Party wceuld centinue to ware its rolentloss -nd
unci-sinr strurglo arningt French_capitalisk and thedr cwn iicerialists, Ui weuld
rnise Leninls slofan cf turning irperialist wnr into 2 r&vklgiingjgz_g;v;;_g;g.

A soviot Fronce weuld be the best and: only genuine 211y cf the Scviet Unicng”

nis was. the ecrreet revcluticonry pcsiticn then, Conditicns hove nct chinngpeds
Erance is still copit-lict, Its wor will 64411l be ~n irporinlist war, When the
C.P., suppcrts the French arcy it betrays beth the werkers cf Franece and the defons
of the Scviet Unicn, PBut VE, 1THEL YOUIG FLUPLES® SOCIALILT LLAGJE, FOURIH
INTERIGTIVAAL RAISE LENIN'S SLOC.N WOF TURNING TiPERIALIST WwaR II'TO A LV
TOMARY CIVIL Wak. A SOVILT FRARG JOULL BE THL HRLG AL OILY CLiULi abbl Ok '
SOVILT UNION,"

OXI ORD PLEDGE.,, The Aperie-n Student Unicn was fcunded while wor wias lrendy on
on the horizen, The centr 1l cere of the platforn was the Oxfcrd Pledge. Those
whe beearie rerbers swore not tc defund thoir ecunt ry in ray war it iay undcertnlhe,
As such it comstituted 2 renl step ngnomst wor, It shicwed o coplote lack of fait h
in the war rius ~ncé purpcses of the exieting governant, "The fight gainst war
preparaticns of the irperi-lists™ snid the Drily Werker of lhy 11, A88%. V18 an
integrnl pirt of the fight agninct capit~lisi, 14 should be ermphisized thnt ungg
all eircuustances the main task of the working class is tc cverthrow its cwn cap-
italisn,®  The struggle in this dircetdicn rmkes for purce, the dgefense of the SU
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