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/s MARKIST AMALYSIS OF THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN

whose purpose it will be to present o Marxist analysis of the issues facing
working class today, This bulletin will bo divided int¢ 2 sections: 1) a goncral
congi@eration of Farmer-Laborism 2)the specific problem of the coming municipal
campaigne Apponddd is o bibliography for more detailod considerstion of the subjeoct,

(Introduccofy note: This is the first of a sekles of educational bullsetins,

Iigﬂfﬁgﬁiéqpﬂﬁiiﬂ“““ Tho rovolutionary Maéxist viowpoint bowards &« labor party is
dotermined by tho following considoration:doos it play the progroessive role of
organizing the workers into an organization indopondent of the class etiemy, with
an independentworking class program, with its own indepondent working closs rop=
resontatives and ecandidates, In tho pre-imporialist ora of rising,expanding cap=-
italism, whon +the bourgcoisieo was in e position to yiold concossions to the wors
kers, the labor Party, as for instance in Britian, was able to sorve this funotion
to anaxtent, by organizing large masses of workors indopendowtly in the parliomonw
tary strugglo for thoir immediate domands, Howover, in this ora of declining, cone
tracting and decaying capitalism-of imperialism, when the contradictions of capw
italist soclioty are most acuto=tho workors amo facod with such probloms as war,
fascism, permancent unemployment, problems which can only bo solved by an attack on
the very foundations of sosiety, by its rovolutionary overthrow. Moreover tho
bourgooisic cannot afford to grant further concessions to tho workers, but must on
tho contrary withdraw thoso proviously grantod in ordor to safoguard its deereasing
its profits; so that cvon in tho struggle for immediato domands, the worlkers must
turn away from parliamentarism to dircet mass action. In tho prosent pericd, thon,
whon tho tasks facing the workers force thom incvitably toward a revelutionary
orientation, without which thoso tasks cannot be solvod, it becomes o mattor of
lifo and doath for the capitalist class to kecop these loftward moving workors

socurcely bound to it. In achioving this ond thoe ruling clasg, as in 2ll eruvcicl
situations, roviovos the invaluable aid of its sorvitors, the traftc union Lurow
ocracy, tho "labor licutonants of the capitalist olass", Tho chicf mothod used
for this puppose is -=-the labor party., Thus wo soo that the labor party scrves the
funotion, not of separating the workers from tho elass cnomy, but of choaneliping
thoir loftward devolopment into harmloss, roformist, and noneclass dircetions. In
the light of thoso considorations, Socialists ocannot agitato for the initiation or
formation of a labor or farere-labor party, for this would moan to aid in tho dup=-
ing tho workors, to sow falso illusions among thoms Rovolutionary Sodinlists cone
sidor it thoir dutyrathor to oxplain to tho workors the truc nature of roforrism ’
tho truo character of a labor party in tho prosent opoch, and to agitato dircetly
for a rovolutionary party as tho only party ablc to affeet tho pelitical soparation
of the wrking class and to fullfill its ultimate and immodiate intorests,

But let us turn from abstract thoory to conecrotc oxamplesof modorn labor
pertios, ahd wo will find that thoy have como through for tho capitalist class in
overy crucial situations The British labor party won tho workers for the support |
of the imporinlist war, broke tho 1926 goncral strike and now support tho oBlonial
supprossion and armament progrom of the British imporialists. The Mimmosota FLP
sent in the National Guard in an attompt to broak tho Minnosota truck drivers striko
in 1934, Tho Now York American Labor Party was formed for tho ekpross purpose of
garnering in tho workers votos for capitalist candidates, Nor is it purcly cocidonte
al that all these labor parties have sorved tho bouggooisie so faithfully, for it
was for this very purpose that thoy were formod, bocauso in tho present éra of im-
perialism a party which attompts to achieve its onds within tho frafeworl: of capi-
talist property rolations and the eapitalist stute cammot and novor will do othor-
wise. Thoroforo wo say to thoso who condamm thoso as bad labor parties) cnd enll
for a "good, militant, class, mass labor party of strugglo”, that th y are harbor-
ing idlo, futile droams, divorcoed from all roanlity.

Vhero o Labor or Farmer-Labor Party is alrocady in oxistence, tho atiitude of
Marxists toward it is dotormined by concrete conditions of khe spoeific situatbion:
by the attitudc of tho workers toward it, tho nature of its eless' support, the
state of the ruvolutionary party itsolf at the given timo and plaec, cte. Tactics
amployed in rolation to thom may consist of outright affiliation, criticcl sumport,
or direct rivalry both in tho parliomontary and othor forms of activity. Tho third
tactic is tho only policy consistont with rovolutionary Socialist inbtegrity in tho
New York City municipal olcction campaign, whorc the ALP has ondorscd tho srodi
of "Tall Strooct, tho unprincipled capitalist demagoguc~-~F, H. LaGuardic,
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II. THE ELECTION CAMFAIGN: LaGuardia was put into offico by that scetion of tho

NY capitalist closs that objootod to the axtravagont graft of Temmany Hall, bocause
it raised ronl estato taxos, made city bonds insecure and gonerally cut into thoir
profits., Thoy ncodod some ome who would run their affairs moro officicntly, cut
down thoir expensos, shift the burdon further on to the backs of tho workers, snd
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and at the same time win their support and allegiance, La Guardia was the ideal
candidate for this job, He was nominated by the infamous "Committee of 1000",

& bankers organizationg supported by the Republican Party, the economic royale
ists of yesteryear, His first campaign maneger was W, H. Chadbourne, one cf
the largest investors in South American Corporations, Ila Guardia was supporte@
by Winthrop Aldrich, president of Chase National Bank-ethe city's largest cred=
itor,. And finally, the re-actionary press, The Sun, The Herald Tribune, et al,

LA GUARLDIA'S RECORDs

(1) Sales Tax, the most vicious form of taxing the poors ;
(2) Kill the investigation of negro living standards aefter the Harlem riote

(3) Broke the 1934=taxi strike, (4) Broke the ship=yard strike two months agoe
(6) Holpod break the meat strike two weeks agoe (6) OCut weges of municipal eme
ployees and vetoed the 30=hour weok bill, (7) His police broke up the Columbus
Day antiefascist demonstration in 1935, (8) La Guardia spoko at tho Italian
Fascist Rally this October 12th, (9) His Transit Cormission refuses to recoge
nize the Union on tho Independent Subway, (10) Cut tho school budgote

AND MAHONEY3 ! :
Succceds in fooling nobodye He too is a capitalist politician, rop=
rosonting the allianco botwoon corrupt Tammany and the Rooscvelt=Farley machinoe
His purposc is to get jobs for the boys, But becauso this is so obvious to evory=
ono, bocause he cannot hido bohind the skirts of a "Labor Party" ho is not half

as dangorous as Lo Guardia,

WHOM SHALL LABOR SUPPORT?

THE COMMUNIST PARTY: answers this by oponly supporting the cendidato of Rocke
follar, Cuggonnoim and Aldrich, It has bocomo tho tail of tho liboral=trodo=
union burcaucratic kite, Has it forgotton that la Guardin is a ocog in tho Rooso=
volt Warsllachino and that in caso of war this American Logion patriot will be
among the first to attompt to corral labor for war support? Of courso not}} For
tho C,P, itsolf has becomo an important link in this machine and performs tho
solf=samo purposce WO yoArs Ogo tho CeP. Onlled Lo Guardia a tool of Wall St,,
o Fesciste Today he roprosonts "progross" against "ronction", This about-faco
is oonsistont with thoir Pooplos Front 1line and, by it, tho C.P, has joinod tho
lists of tho class=onany and tho betrayers of tho working-classe

THE NORMAN THOMAS SOCIALIST PARTYs opposed both Capitalist candidatos in the last
Prosidontinl oloctions But they too, have aboutefacod, Thoy aro "opposod" to
la Guardia, but obligingly withdraw thoir own oandidatoe Thoy denounco class=
collaboration in theoryg but in practico they join tho same Pooples Frontists

bande ,

THE ONLY INDEPENDENT LABOR CANDIDATEs 4s JAMES P, CANNON, of tho Scoialist Party
TToft Wing)y To rovolutionary sooinlists this campaign prosonts an umisual ope
portunity to prosont thoir program and umnmask tho botrayersy as well as to tost
tho numbor of adhoronts to the revolutionary programs - Tho Revolutionary Socialists
point tho only way outwsthc road of indeopondont working class action, for o WORK
ERS PROGRAM e

A WRITEWIN VOTE FOR JAMES P, CANNON IS A VOTE FOR SOCIALe

ISM AND FOR INDEPENDENT WORKINGwCLASS ACTION{}




