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Phe Moscow "purges" which have emphasized tho counter=revelution-
ary sharieter of the Stalin burgauoracy have also served as & %est of
the views and predlctions of all parties and groups of the working
class, That this is gonerally understood may be seen even in the
romarks of Will Herberg in the Workers! Age:

"The attitude on the so=called 'Russian question. that we had
developed in the course of previous years proved quite adeguate in

this emergency; no 'changes! or tredefinitions! were at all neces=

sary," (April 24, 1937),

WERE THE ACOUSSED GUILTY OR NCT GUILTY? f

Fobruary 20, 1937
Tho %rials showed "wwthat even afe

ter suveh material (as discrepen=-

cios and contradictions in the
testimony, Ed,) 4s disecarded thore
#tilt réhaing substantial bedrock
of fact: that efforts at assasw
sination and sabatoge werg indeed
made by some of the followers of
Trotsky and Zinoviev," (Editorial)

June 18, 193%7

Noeowa will find that it was en-
tirely natural and understandable
~=gspecially under the circumstanw
ces of the stifling innor party
rogime headed by Staline-that the
logle of the positions of Trotsky
or Zinoviev, Radck and Kamenov
should lead them to an’ outeand
out anti-~-Stalin course, Howover,
it is obviously absurd to ask us
to believe that suddenly, myster-
iously, Yagoda, Tukhachevsky,
Gamernick and Rudzatuak bccamec
degonerate, became mortal foes of
tho Soviet TUnion, became agonts.
of German and Japanese imperia-
Itam . i T} ‘ .
LOVOStOHO"-}i{:’ A. Juljé’ 1937.
Articlo dated Jung L8
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Juno 25, 1937
June 25, 1357

"1, On the occassion of tho
Radek=Pilatakov trial wo GXpress
sod grave doubts as to the
truth of the monstrous accus-
sations raiscsd against the dee
fendants and the 'confessions!
and 8e¢lf=donunciation made by
them,"

' Resolution of Intermational

Communist Opposition==- orkers?

RO, AugusEEIEE 1007 &

Note woll: (a tor‘{ﬁ above was
oA

written oneﬂwoe

ovgstone's

article of June 18th, and one

‘weok bofore that articlo appoare

ed_in the Workers! Agel In

other words, even after Brandler
(or Thailhelmer) afid written
that thoy had always had- “"grave
doubts" about The Radek~riatae
Kov confcssions. the Vbrgers"” -
ﬁﬁg wrote that the deiecndants
t&pll was 'ontirgly-natural’; -
and understanaablo’

© "pROTSKYIST PRINCIPLES" LEAD TO “INDIVIDUAL TERIORISM!?

Fobruary 20, 1937

"The fundamentoel Trotskylet viows
point, orico opcnly held by Radak,
PiataQOV»and othors and praesume
ably rctained by them oven aftor
thoeir 'capitulation', cmbodilcs
three main principlees; (1) that
tho chioef danger to tho Russian
revolution comes from within; (2)
that the ruling group hoaded by
Stalin rcprcsonts a conservative,
Thermidorian force opening the
way for countor-revolution and
capitalist rostorationy (3) that
the Stalin recgime can neither be
reformod nor removed in a 'poacé-
ful! or 'constitutional! mannor,
but by forece and violence, On
tho basis of such an attitudec and
presupposing its consistont trans-
lation into action, nonoe of tho
charges raiscd asainst the do-
fondants last August or this
January falls outside thoe limits
of political possibilitye

June 25, 1937

What is said on the "threo main
principles?

¥, "Such mothods (of Stalin)
deal communism the most disas-
trous blows it has roceived at
any timo from any source,"

"2", YRocont cvents confirm -
that Stalin and his clique aro
morely out toprotect thoir pore
sonal authority at all costs,
by tooth and nail, and that for
this purposc they will stop at
nothing, not cven at dcaling
dostruetion to the soviot statoe
and to communism, not ocven to
compromising both of thom gra-
velye The Stalin rcgimo has
turncd viciously against tho
soviet powor itsclf, against
the dictatorship of tho pro=
lotariat, against communism,
With his own hands, Stalin
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himsclf is wrpcking what ho himself helped
build; the party, the sovict administration,
the G.P.U., tho army, sovict diplomacy, SO=-
vict sciecnca, ctes"

Brteben odvocating the
armod ovoerthrow of the

Stalin government and
E i g nzh  Wphope can be no hope for any kind of

domocratic rishts oither inside or outsidoc
the party whon more than physical tcrroxr is
Union, as mrotsky has 1ot loosc against all persons who, in the

oyes of the ‘1central Committnce with Stalin
publicly done morc than &t its hesod! scoms suspicious, dangerous or
; not loyal to tho loadcrs," :

civil war in the Soviet

once in the last four ; i : .
', ..t0 remove Stalin and his 1radorshipDeee

is the moat burning issuc with which tho
soviet state and communism arc today confrone

n
out acts of terrorism tod. . ; ]

years, and carrying

"In the Soviet Union, which is a state where

: the working class rules and socialism is in

no real difference of the making, this historically nccessary pro=
cess can take placo thru the channel of Cvoe

principle; the differ- 1ution, No repition of rcvolution is ro-~
quirad.sse Therofore the rolc playcs by thom

cnee is entircly on of tho onee revolutionary and progressive, has

A now beeome countor=revolutionary and reace
tacticse." tionary,"

and sabatoge, there 1s

we se that the first two "main prineciplos” of Trotskylsm now appear

to ba official tenots of Lovestonets program (at lecast on paperd ).

on the third principlc, vizs., the necd for a political rcvolution,

that is a forciblc overthrow of the Stalin rogime woich nas destroyed

ell posgibility of (peacefull, toonstitutional! reform, the Love . P
stonoites: evade the question: how can the procéss take placo through

tho Mohannol of ovolution"? To say "e.eat bottom, the C.P.5,Us 1tsclf’

is perfectly sound" (as the ICO rcsolution docs) is doccptive prattleld

(Is thore any nerd to comment on tho Marxism" which holds that bo=
fwren armed insurrcction and individuwal torror "the differencce is
cntirely one of tactic"? For cxamplo, 1s it turc that the Brandlor
group in G- rmany, which is for the armecd overthrow of Fascism, 18 .
not opposcd "in prineiple" to individual tecrror against Hitlorl)

An unusual feature of the ICO resoludkion 1s that not a singlc word is
dcvoted specifically to tho politics of Trotakyism}

WHY THE PURGE IH THE SOVIET UNION?

According to tho old linc (Editorial, Fobe 20y 1937) the trials had

to be judges by the it .alleabsorbing question: IS it Stalin or th
Trotskyist revolubion in Russia, that is the bearer of the fundamen=-
tally sound policics of socinlist construction? And on this question
our position has bcen made clear more than oncoe, The course of avonts
1tso0lf, worcover, has preity genorally confirmod 'the vicwpoint of
Stalin as against TrotaTeoss o

With this argument the Lovestoneites justificd the Stalinist trialsl
Analogics v rc nade with the ¥ronch revolution but the Lovestonolteos
misteok the Thormidorian countciwrcvolutionary (Stalinist) torrorism
for Jacobineravolutionary terrorisml What a miscrable distortlon of
th- Pyssian ovents)

Tf Stalints social and cconomic policies were corrcct why the supprce
ssion of workers! demoeracy, why his teorrorist campaign against Bole=
shoviks? If you ask Lovéstone why Browdcr Supprcsscs democratic
rirhts in the Amorican C.Ps hc will answor: Browder is afraid thet
his wrong policics will bc rojecctod by the mombpers, Docs not the
gaome roasoning apply to Stalin? Oon thc contrary the ICO rcsolution
glves as the main couse of the purge: "phe contradiction betwocn the
forward dovelopment of thn masscs (who have "progresscd culturally
and politically") and the retrogression of vast sections of the party
and the sovict machine is being sharpencd daily,"

'7—;_
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The fact is that thero hos hoon a cultural olitical r~action

in th Sovict Union in the past years which 1s cflected preciscely
in tha Ir“”PFt Sovint purgo: a0 it surprisinw that the Lovestone p
pross keops silent uqu* ronction: the inercasing gap between.
the Stak “Z‘WL),T st "lubor aristocrucy’ and the mass of workers, -the
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vaophed in 1 cent year on thr fumily, womcn and such as onc wnlcn

al pov rty duc to burceaucratic planing, +he reactionory laws
el ;
‘ h subjecct to oxncution for theft?

o1 o g e e o G
malkes a child ol vicalt

The fundamentally wrong 1ine of Lovestone 1led him to hail the Sovict
Congtitution which is now ca 11lcd "a grucsome mockery" (ICO resolution
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as o Miving proof thabtiitno p}oTﬂLar an dictatorship malkocs for tne
full davclopncnt of iﬂv' ight of the t0171n 108808 ). sAnd tha
rcault of tho now coustltuticn, the soviot state is necaring its goal
olishing the statc altoscthore"? (;;uvoa:;\;rrr 14, 1936)
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WHAT IS TO BE DONE
WAAL LD oM S22 e
she ovestone group is an attompt to gct out from
fﬁ“siblo p@hulumfn. It is==madc nximuril" wnder the G
pealnst the POUR in Spaini Dubs .,|1] - on the fundamcie
oaition of th: group towarus L hode problems of the
and its rnlation to vorld socin

h¢ lcad 1 it serves os Q facgmsaving devico}l And
for the members? Tt can bo a boginning of o genuine rgovaluation of
udc towards wvotskyiuv”, shat is, towards consistnet

¥ g ] Luati hey will ond up
the Octobecr ROVOe
alists
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