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"It shell be my relicy to grant to the students
the widest vessible ranre of freedon in the field
of student lifee..just as it weuld be improper
for the students *o invade the yrovince of the
faculty, I feel it would be improper to inter-
fere with the s*udents” .

T itk these werds Frederick B.ReRirscn assumed the
presidency of City College in 19274 I'ow true he has
been to this creed it is cur purpc8e to examine, But

_this pamphlet has & mcre imr.edigto purpcse, TFor

Robirson is row ccninp up for rearrcirtments Now 1s the
eroat oppoertunity tqQ rid City College ef him for all
times ’

.

The Yourg Pecrle's Sccialist Learue(Fovrth Inter-
nationalists )eharges ‘*hat Tre Robinscen is unfit to
hcld his presert pcsition, Ve charges

{)} That he has supressed academic freeden,

2 gile has victinized students of radical beliefs
through ingurerable suspensiens & expilsions

2)He tes hixdered unionizatiorn of school employcos

« 4)fe has indylged in "literary" activities unfit

for tho president of a ccllege
£)io has persgcuted radigal teachers because ef
their uncrthodox views and hus attenpted to

renove them ¢

6)lic is an cxtreme.rcactionary having,threough
words & deeds,given coufort to the Fascist 34
€0Ouse

7)He has porsonally by tmperarment & training
jincomptent ef holding his present position
Those assertions wo shall now prooecod tc prouve

A GREAT CAREER BEGUN .

Recent Lity Ccllepe Listory must turn to the anti-~
nilitary seicnce Aarpaign conducted in the fall of
1925 by the Campus,which was edited by Felix Cohn(s
of Profe M,Re Cohn)e An editorial barrage,a student

i : tudont Council referendun
§e§§§3§§§,m%§st§3033255h§1§13g voto of 2092 te 245, the
ond of compulsery lliliy Scie resulted in prohibiting
the "Campus® from mentioning this topice Dre Sidney
Mozos was then Frose of the Collegey but Dre Robinson
as Dean of the School of Business and later as acting
Prese, led the fight for compulsory ROTCa

It is related that in the faculty discussion at the
timo Prof'e Brown of the Classical Dept. suggested that
those students who had conscientiocus ebjections should
be exempt from drille To which Dr, Robinson replied
",onsience is pifflel

-

L ¢

TRY, TRY AGAIN

In 1926 a now editor, supposedly mere docile than
Cohen was appointed to the "Campus"e But-he fought vig-
orously for Sudent Rights, On Armistico Day, he rgn &
blank éditorial column, printing only an exerpt from
the ROTC Manual: “The inhorent desire to fight and kill
must be carefully watched for and cncouraged by the in-
structor” : X

A new editer Hollery was doposed by the Campus Ass-
eciation bocause of “.his "bad taste"e Helloer charged
that bhis was done after a telophono conversation be-
twoon Robinson and the president of the assosiatione
Whon ho was rcemoved,most of the Campus staff resignod
and farmod the "Studont"gan uncfficial papor lator to
bo rovived whanevor the Campus didn't adequatly fight
for student damands,

Tt was at this time that Dre Robinson said:"the
most illiberal thing any one can:do is to imposec
upon & student body his own viows and thceoriocse Here
at tho college we do not wish to be tyrannical

AND NOW THE FUN BEGINS
Aftor he had boon officially inuageratod as presidont
Dr, Robinson got down to business, In tho fall torm of
127, two pasifists individually protcsted against Re0.T.C
see 8nd werc axpolled, On Armistico Day '27,Sy Gorson
jnitiated anothor anti-militarist campaign,for which ho
was cxpeilodae :

» -
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or radicals; instead they appointed an obscurc reaction-
arye The bulk of the stoff then rosigned and began onco
agnin to publish tho "Student", Presidont Robinson
prompt forbade it; it camo out anywny.
COPS OFF THE C.iPUS}
To top off the ycaor, C~ulbv Johnscen, an English instr-

for rcasons of "cconomy". (This easc
that of lr. Schappes in LQLC) The rea
reason for his dismissal was his outspokcen radical sym-
athios, Tho Liberal Club,on QOectober 21, '32, took the
lcad in organizing protcst. Indignant at being deprived
a room in the building, thc stuocn%s marched out to the
ollpgo groinds, cn;y to be rot 7-the pelicc, Cn Oct.28
sixtocn studonts werc arrcstcd in a pitched battle with
thoe policc on the eanmpus and outside room 126, Semc 11
hundred studonts fillcd the eourtrocn during their tricl,i
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% ROBINSON AND THE FACULTY

Tho roletiins totnecr. Lre Rebinson and the faculty have
navor been too ccrdiale Only o fow mon darod opposo hinm,
After the Italian fracses, however, a split occurped in foc-
ulty rankss Ir, dottschall and Profs. Cohon and Overstreet
drginr clomency. Ire. Robinson triunphed, of coursoc, 5

He has consistontly tricd to "get" radical <tonchorse
Tho easo c¢f Jchnson is an oxample, The easc of lir, Schappes
is similar in naturo, Fircd becauso cf"cooncny™ (ronds
indopcndont pclitical cpinion), ho was roinstatoed after a
vave of student protests Thatover cur pelitical differonces
with Iit, Schappes may be, wo censider and still dey; his ro-
instatonont a victery for acadonic liberty and an exanple
of tho practibiltty of nilitant tacties,

Gonorally ‘spoaking, it is not difficult to obsorve o
honlthy disdain for Ir. Rcbinson anmong the teachors, rar-
ticularly in the lower rankse

v

ently hestile to a
To bricfly ¢

ny attenpt
ite two
instancoss rpus" charged diserininaticn
apninst library aaployocs, Just receantly, we have soon the
virtual torrcrizaticn of lunchroom auployccs who joined o
wnion, Ir. 2cobipscen has not lifted a*finger to stop this.

ROBINSCH-~LER GROSS POLITIKER

We have charged ThAt Dr. Lcbinsch is 4 reactionary, g
can safoly igncroe his vaguc ard vorboso pronuncisnontos on
Rdonoeracy.” [Much nicre rcvonling arc sovernl of his spoci-
fiec statononts, ;

The New York Times cf Copts 23,1932 quotcs Dr. Robingen
on his roturn frop o swmer trip to Italy. "ho found no
war<like spirit anong tho Fasoistl (sic)and considored thom |
all liko & crcwd of eollogo beys ‘whooping it up for thg
teomt " 1hat a koan cbsorverd

The Tincs of liarch 12,1933 quotes hin as sayings: "Utﬁorodi
wilificatich egainst tho Gornan Nationnlists (Nezis-H,I,)
will bo ¢f littlc avail and the support by Ancrican Jawfy
of oppesition partics in Germady to defy oponly Hitlor and
Ehis followers would cnly sorvo to aggravato tho sikuntion,

i o P o e

and £inclly had not Lre Robinson nado his inunc ronark to
“tho studonts whon thay hissod nontion of Fascist Italy,
wcutro worse than guttorsnipes™, Thore would havo been at
lonst loss troubloe
i et al o on wns ecullby cf preovocation on four

« So thot Dr, iobinson was gullty cf provecaticn on IC
counts: la Tho original invigaticn ,, |
2. Rofusal to allow canpus ecunteor-dcrnonstration, !
2, Rofusal to allow eopposing spoakor, and
4, His now elassic romark,

70 THE ENSLAVED, TRICKED ITALLAN STUDENTS"

One can therofore undorstand why the studonts wero in-
oensed to hissing ; why Alexander, the President of tho
Student Counecil, said, ™ic grect tho onslaved, tricked
studonts laboring undor Italian Faseisn". In any caso,
at no timc did the students act in such a rowdy fashipn
tho Italian Dopartment and ROTC staff whon thoy nobbed
axandcors

As Dre Gottsohall put it in his faculty report: " To
g¢han (the studunts) the menace of fascism in Anmerica looms |
very closcsssThoy cannot afford to wait until the Fascigt
novenent has grom strongor, bubt nust combat its overy man
if ostation".

This roport dolivorcd when the fdculty was considering
what ponaltics to meto, is o decument cvery studont should
roads Eloquontly ho doseribds the intimatc conncction be-

woon the collcge and its social nilicu , and cven hints
that thc invitation tc tho Italians was provecatives Ho
ronlizes that oxpulsions cannct stiflo indepcondent studont
thought. Yot hc urged fivo susponsions on tho patornalist]
ground that "liorc forgivoness would be construcd as vindi-
cation®,

But this was not cnoughe Tho roport of Dean Skeno, in-
stigatod.ty Dr. Robinson which urgoed twonty-onc cxpulsicns
was adoptcdse Our Shylock had sccurcd his pound of flaoh,

Thus onds the major cyeclc of suspensions and axpulsions
¥ts offoct in wrocking livos cannct be ostimated hore.
Cortain questions ecncorning the sceial implications of
this struggle must, howovoer, bo considarod, But before we
0 8o, lot us bricfly cxanino a fow cther:phasos of our
ubjoota.
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4 : ROBINSON’ . THE man

Dr. Robinscons persornaility noed not detajn us very lonf.
At best, he is o pugnacious/mediocritye Much of tho
troublc in the schocljydespitc its socinl roots, cculd
havo beeon avoided by a diplomatic, friondly porscmalitys
Thorc arc o fow incidents worth recording.

Two yeors agojDr. Robinson wan a Vorld-Tolcgrom prize
as tho noat wninporbont porsounliby of the year,s In
March 1933 students found a roprint of en article frem

tho "Anorican Business cournal®™ whichpraiscd Robinson

oxtravgentlye A copy of oach was in overy studert!s loc~

kof. Afbor Bnvoetization, it was found that this

jnc was a “pulf® shoct.,That is o sheet which for u cors

renumeration will print a laudatery article about

T+ wog n.-or discovored who arranged for printing
] ho samc tinme b :

1 3 o 4 X 1 g
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icws"” printcd

—_ 3401 SRVE SRS}
¢ in which they roferred Dr, Eobinson's gontcoge
Ho found it nocessary to answer with a "Lotter to the
Bditor" pointing out it wos o Ven Dyke & not o geatoocs
x The Promidont hes had o divercified list of hobbicse,
In an interview with tho Woman's Home Gompanion(what o
talont for gotting in the best papers) ho said"I turn to
somothing now each year & thoy‘rc oqually bad"e Ancng his
hobby's arc sculpture, ctching colloy litornturc(partice
ularly litoraturc)e Of himé it may truly be said in
Goldsnith's wordssee

And stdll thoy gozed and still the wondor grow

That onc small hoad could carry all ho lmow,

IN CONCLUSION

mL 2 » S ) l 3 2 o &

This is tho roecord , in bricf, cf Froderick Be Robine
3 son,
It would be a scricus orror to dismiss this casc as
e 2 1

o tho necre peculiar aracter of onc individenl, This 1s

cna
a racord of an importont, tomseo social pe
% ’ ) soclal - eonPlfict,

R
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And onc lttlc gon dolivercd on January 5, 1935, Praising
b hystorical Hearst attgek on the USSR, ho uttored the
1lowing brilliant rorank: "Cormunisn is nothing nowe It
s ono of tho prinitivg forns:of gcvornnont(ﬁribal),
Bousands of -years apgoe-To. rovert et it would be to do=
roy thae dovelopmont cfrmankind for eontyricse”.
Tn viow of the above 'pemarks would it roally be unfair
oxpcet Dr. Robinson £8 ccmo-out with a bold statcment
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: i el e on h e e
tho Hoorst presse Birds of foathoressPart of onc of -
arbicles is worth quoting, It followss ’
Miy suggostion is that sonoc. lcgal provision should be
ining subvorsivo actiyitiocs in schools as CRIMINAL &
wblo to cxpusion..aubhoritics should EXPEL and KEEP
k!ELLED porsons who are’ shown to persist in such activity
1lcges & univorsitics-of coursc should pornit discussioT .
various ‘types of activitios,but thoy camnot tolerato

ctieal progren of subYersivo activitose.s"
4 . 1

TRUTH- 1S SPILLSTRANGER THAN FICTION
Tho load c@rticlc of the Novmobor 1935 issuc of "Truec
ory liagaiza" fonturcdsan’ article by Katc Pullman on
ly Own Love Tros Arierida's: Strhngost Romance" o Thore
ssalso an article ont#tled "Thosec Vho Conquer” writton:
ly ono Frodorick Be Robinson, This fanciful mastorpices
L litoraturc rclated hew two of the Proxy's graduates
oturncd to schocls oneg a earpus-radieal, o eomploto

——
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J
; 'he history of tho susponsions and axpusions at tho

gollege has not becon a history of youthful cxubcranco
| pitted dgainst agod adninstrative obstincncce Dre Rob-

hos boon norely an- oxaggeratod, and eggravated parson-
’ ification of cortain socinl forcessspocifically, <tho
 putrescent influence of capitalism In cducation,
Students whdoparticipate in Iocal struggleos for ,let
‘'us say, the onding of tuition feesyare likely to grasp
the social mplications of the conflicte Their horizons
widen and #won tho spocific loeal questions thoy begin
he greoater and
this true of a

or 1 iscscs of the daye )
sohpgi like Cit3 College whoro tho stidents come from
hen

L %6 gathor t™o nccessity of

working ciaﬁs cs and often arc in school by the skin
of ﬁio tc“v lo
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inlisne He sc the ncceessity of

A

rcvolutin
conie to tho nal,*xs on th
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