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L “7 DESIGN. FROM THE B e

70 THT PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE (CONY BRANCH)

This is & brief shel smont ef the why and wherefore of resignetion fumm the YCL.
and my ixbtertion %e Join the YPSL (Feurth Internsticnel

Mast of yeu know me pnrsenallyb-onot a"great revelutionist? sr"brilliant intellec=
tual" but simply an . average seoially conoious student whe Noined the YCL in
searoh of a butter world te lime ine I joined beocause I felt thet the Communist
Party was the only arganization with a fighting chanoce %o chenge this systen of
gaclety=. broause 1 felt thyt only in the CP (and allied graups} was there oembined
thet sinoerity, that singleness of purpese, and thet theoretical eorrectness,
whioh oould and must Yead te vistory--beocause I felt that the CP was thi nly
organizatiom wlare theoretical problems of & political nature, na matter of" what
sart, where cettled by honest, sinmcere disoussion with declsicen determined by

the majoribtys-and not by means of lies, of slanders, end of the rifle, I no
Tonger believe any of these things to be trues That iswhy I am leaving,

1 jeined the League absut three years sge, Thet was the time the party was in the
threes of en sbout fave from social-fasoism te the Popular Frent. Soon after 1
pegan to feel qualms about the continual talk ef "3defonding demncrmoy” of "de=
Peating fasoism", end " preserving bourgenis demnoraoy"--everything, in short,
exoept bullding sooialism, I buried these misgivings, howerer, the way ninety per
sent of the thinking membership buried them~-nemely, by saying to myself, "This talk
of preserving demacracy is a mere stratagen useful for propagenda purposes" s The
1enders of the party lkuow what they're doing, they knaw what hekum this "defending
democraoy ise It's just clever palitiecs, that's 113 During three years I have
gTowly come to the remlization that party members have been sheuting "defend demoow
racy” 8o leng that they are actually ooming to belleve it themselvese

What an anomaly} The spectacle of the CP defending "beurgeois demooracy”; 1.0 &
gtate entirely controlled by the bourgeoisie and which the bourgeeifie is perfeotly
willing to tolerate as long as it "works™ ocnd does net enoremch en their interests
is enough to kecp Comrade Lenin writhing in his tembe And whet is even a bigger
joker, albeit o mere tragic eno, is the fact that when this demooraoy doss collapse, -
the bourgeoisie uses the very antegonism of the werking end middle elasses to it ¢
orush them still further i,e, fusoism,. Wha oon deny thet H i er's road So power
wes paved in a large measure by workers whe felt that the "damoormey" . f the Weimer
Republic had given them Anly unempleyment and starvatisn, end that anything wes
better than this model "demoorocy'e Still I am told that the German (P uses os the
bosis for its undergmuund prepagends the 1dem of & "return to Weimer", ancther
n3emeoratis republia”, Put Y eurself’ in the place of o German workers Y ou are
offored o return to Weimam--with its inflotion pordied, its Versmillos Treaty, its
confisoatory taxes, its reak=bottom scale wagoes, unemployment, and yes, its Storm
Troepers and its Hitler--for that is whore all Weimars must led, ¥ould ysu try it®

I turied my misgivings en the Popular Front with that old seying, "the procfof the
pudding.,..,." and ebserved the Popular Front in practioe in France where it hos
mast chanoe te succeed, Da you rec@ll the wild enthusiasm o¥ a@ll the libewal
people vhen the Seoimlists and Communists wen such o sweeping victery in France,
and whon Leon B Ium tosk offioe with their suppart end thot of the Radical Soeiale
ysts? Do you resell mll the talk of & "plsadless rewelution” azd yuur own smemle-
ing fooling that porhaps = shift in oless pswer witheut & odvil war oould te
maoomplished, do you recmll how hundreds of® thcusands of Poris ‘wealdrs pourecd

sut: of the fmetories and mawched thru the strects with clenched fidts roandy te
smash tho fasoists: farewer? Then do you recmll the slow disullusienment of the
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farlwidng mrths, the 4ysipdd sociel Togislatieny the % woge Tises Polli-wed by
70 maa 4C% price rigesy the slemnsing of the army ond ravy °f Pugraste (rem sl
ef #nee Ov W prominant ILEP Jran shcoges), dismrming o *he farist forTes (roids
fi+ of ono of Lo bn Kamgaa' § «L s end canfiseating toe ver.lv a5) ead Sho huomm
deod Fmd ono sther shad Twehexing eoncrivannes "o demd m destheoiley U 133U S e
Ané then thosg minor feiiureas sulminoting in the greatost bvourayel 1 el worrc1oml.
#= gt Spoli by the vpaaoh Prpular Frent plomsed the Foaroist wolle= xiling Frunac
wiir. ons houd and cheeking the indigration of the Fronsh W rkers o6 LRis laeyomyel
with the chhes hands Ana umw Geng do you #h ink the Frendh Popior Franb will iws®
with Fromoo in powes? Al roudy the Pondulum hes stmertsld bp ewvilig pank, Twherliy
the Sevinlist Flamg t.day “he Redicwil S.odind ists Chautams, topwsrw BAS yentrist
Teevenl, xad S4naliy the apseeigt De Le Rooque or Doriate Bu't ik wiil nlwnvs be the
Bourg ccisic in © ntrels The Pepulan” Frent is amly fanry window dr oy ings

I wcioed come of my misgivings on these and ether guestlosi--nd 1dlys Fraukly I wae
& Tinsle bit afreids Byorytime I sponed my mouth I henrd the torms TEmisky tem! o
" vasbonoism ' exr "Counter “RovaTutimism” £lung garew® with sooh  abmmden 4ot 1
semotimes thought there must Be semething in '.ﬁogen‘;ly 1ndecont in me to have such
vile doubtse And then T gaw Snoianlism undenisbly being built in sho Sovieb Unim
et that time ond since the Soviet Union supported the ov I folis that despite its
mistakes the CP was the only pessible builder of wer.d siolallsMs

But during this past yeor, ospaoially this summery ovents ncourod in tho Soviet
Un‘on which have finally cenvinced me that tho enly rolo that tho Cymintorn stn
pley in the working eolass mevement today will be that of the tcmbstone of world
rovelutiens Tho f£irst Mosoow Trials 1oft mo skeptioels The scsond more SOe Ine
dood I lnew very fow Cemmunists who havo nat had scme misgivings with regerd te
their veracitys But the mass slaughtors during the summer convinved me that o
gigentio Stelinist bureaucracy is growing in the USSR ond there is 2 growing reve
gluti-mary, not ssuntor-revolutionary oppasitien to this burcoucrasys Stnlin heas
said "Tho final victory ef sceinlism has boon nohieved", Tell mo, what is there
nbout sooinlism=-that glerisus new society that is to wplift ond onncblo the humen
charaoter, that ocnuses men who have givon the best ye ors of thoir lives in strugg-
1ing for it, whe hnve won the battle, wheseo telents have bteon rewarded with the
highest possible positions--what js there cbeut sooinlism whioh couses mon to turn
fasoist, plet the destruction of thelr ocuntry and follow somrades? Yhat reward
could have possibly induoced Tuckachovsky military here of tho entirc USSR, end the
soeven other highest ganemls—all ¢ivil War heroos=to g0l their ocountry to Jepan
ond Gormany? What oould have induoed Rodok, Bukharin, Tomsky, Zinoviov, Komencv,
in short all of Lenin's Central Cormittce oxcopt Stnlin to have turnod fasoist?
And hundrcds mere aro admittedly boing shot by the Seviot gevernmont an similar
chargese And why s Bola Kun, leador of the Hungerien insurrcetion of 1919 held
in priséh on charges of fosoist plotting? Truly,soviet soginlisn must be o herritle
mass 1f it breods so many foscistse Vhat would, you think if 1t woro $nid that the
VisceProsident of the U.S. and tho wholo cobinot were Joapanose sples? £And that
holf of tho gevernors were imprisgned and shet on similer charges? And that the
army ond navy heads were Jopandase agents?

B riofly thon, the cheioe bofsro mo is thiss 1 oon either abonden all falth in
Seolnlism as a viee=ridden, sorrupt, oriminal producing, fonr-meintained ond une
warkable nightmare; or aranden the idex that Stolinism eon be synonymaus with Seow
jalisme I prefor to do the lattere

Ts fight for Sacialish, te combine sincority, singleness of purpose, theorctiecal
and praotiocnl corroctmoss of poliey, ond intornal demooracy, a1l thc nocessary quals
1fioatiens of o truly rovelutienary porty, I have decided to joim tho Young -
Peoplets Soolalist League, the Feurth Intommotionalistse '
Compadoly yours
"iv‘amy_yk ':"1"!
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