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Damascus, 25 March 2013
Sir,
I write with reference to your letter of 20 March 2013 informing me of your decision to establish a United

Nations commission of inquiry to examine the incident that the Syrian Government brought to your attention.

I wish to express my gratitude and appreciation at your response to our request for an inquiry into the use of
chemical weapons by armed terrorist groups in the Khan al-Asal area, Aleppo governorate, on 19 March 2013. Rest
assured that my Government will cooperate with the commission and facilitate its access to the scene of the crime in

Khan al-Asal, Aleppo governorate, in order for it to investigate the crime and its perpetrators.

In previous letters, including our letter of 8 December 2012 to you and to the President of the Security
Council, we have warned that armed terrorist groups were testing chemical weapons on live subjects. The weapons had
been obtained from certain States that support the terrorist groups and provide political cover for their crimes, including
by attempting to obstruct our request that you should send an independent and impartial expert technical committee to

investigate the terrorist groups’ activities, of which we had warned, and to identify those responsible.

As was pointed out by the High Representative for Disarmament Affairs, Ms. Angela Kane, in her meeting
with our Permanent Representative in New York on 22 March 2013, the commission’s arrival requires a memorandum
of understanding setting out a framework for cooperation and defining the obligations of either side. My Government

stands prepared to discuss and approve the contents of the memorandum.

I enclose herewith the answers to questions which you submitted to the Syrian Government regarding the

details of the crime that took place in Khan al-Asal on 19 March 2013.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Walid Al-Moualem
Deputy Prime Minister

Minister for Foreign Affairs and Expatriates

BAN Ki-moon

Secretary-General

03(00>  Pouoz{oo
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1. How many persons died as a result of the alleged incident?

19 people died, all of them civilians. A list of their names is enclosed.

2. How many persons were injured as a result of the alleged incident?

136 people were injured in the incident, 17 of them soldiers. A list of their names is enclosed.
3. Where exactly were the bodies retrieved from?

The bodies were retrieved from the village of Khan al-Asal, at the southern end of the Mazar Street quarter,

some 100 metres from the Syrian Arab Army artillery position.

4. Who retrieved the bodies? What is their narrative of the incident?
1. Major Samir Salamah
2. Sergeant Talib Wannus
3. Corporal Hamzah Sha‘ban
4. Conscript Muhannad al-Shamali
5. Conscript Sawmir Husayn
6. Conscript Manhal Husayn
7. Conscript Ala’ Isa
8. Jum‘ah Muhammad Hijazi, civilian
9. Zaynul‘abidin bin Ahmad, civilian
10. Hassan Ali al-Isa, civilian
11. Shadi Muhammad Diyab, civilian
12. Yusuf Mustafa Sha‘ban, civilian

Their narrative of the incident: While they were asleep, at around 7 a.m., they heard a rocket explosion. They
rushed to assist the wounded, who had froth on their mouths and had severe breathing difficulties (choking). The locals
had not realized that the rocket contained a chemical weapon. When the people fell to the ground one after the other,
they were taken aback at first and placed headscarves over their mouths. They started to rescue the wounded along with
the soldiers, who were affected by the same symptoms. Seven member of the Za‘rur family died in the incident. Stable

animals, chickens and stray cats and dogs also died.

5. Have the bodies been positively identified and by whom?
The bodies were identified by the medical examiner and the magistrate. The bodies had not been tampered

with, and there were clear signs of choking resulting from inhalation of a poisonous substance.

6. Have any post-mortems been conducted?
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Yes. A blood sample was taken for bacteriological (cholinesterase) analysis in order to determine how the

nervous system had been affected. The results were abnormal and another sample has been sent for analysis.

ik If they have - by whom and where?

The post-mortem was conducted by Najib Kilawi, the Chief Medical Examiner at the university hospital.

8. Where are the victims' bodies currently stored or have they already been buried?
All of the bodies were buried after the autopsy performed by the medical examiner. The reports were

submitted to the investigating magistrate, who ordered that the bodies should be buried.

9. If they have been buried, is it possible for the bodies to be exhumed immediately prior to the arrival of
the investigation team in order to facilitate an independent post-mortem?

The bodies can be exhumed in order for the necessary analysis to take place.

10. Where is the clothing that was on the bodies?

The bodies were buried in their clothing.

11. List the injured and uninjured witnesses so that they can be interviewed once the team arrive.
A list of witnesses has been compiled. It comprises inhabitants of the village, commanders of military

positions in the area and those injured.

12. Have the witnesses been interviewed by police / authorities? If so, we would like to review those records.

Military Police examined and questioned all of the wounded and recorded the names of survivors and the dead.

13. Has there been any attempt in any forensic preservation of the site?

The medical examiners have not preserved the site.

14. Is the unedited television footage available for the team to review?
All of the television channels (Syria TV and Mayadeen TV) filmed and recorded at the scene. The Forensics

Department of the Criminal Security Branch also took pictures of the bodies.

15. What is the history of the incident site?”
The incident took place on Tuesday, 19 March 2013.

16. Is there further information that you can tell us now prior to our arrival that might aid in our
preparation?
There have been reports in the past that terrorists had rockets containing chemical weapons. Footage of

experiments performed by terrorists on mice and rabbits has been shown on television.

* Translator's note: the Arabic text of the question as provided in this letter reads "On what date did the incident
occur?" The confusion may have been caused by the fact that the Arabic word for "history" also means "date".
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List of individuals killed by poison gas on 19 March 2013

Name and surname Status Injury Location of Comments
injury

1 Hasan Za‘rur Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning

2 Ahmad Ammuri Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning

3 Abdu Hasan Qaddah Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning

4 Nurhan Ali Abdullah Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning

5 Unidentified girl Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning

6 Ahmad Abdu Ammuri Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning

7 Buthaynah Zakariya Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning

8 Ammar Mahmud Rahhal Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning

9 Zanub Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning

10 | Muhammad Mahmud Salih Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning

11 | Fatimah Ali Ahmad Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning

12 | Basmah Abdulqgadir Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning

13 | Zaynab Abdullah Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning

14 | Amani Ammuri Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning

15 | Hadi Ali Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
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poisoning
16 | Ahmad Umar Ammuri Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
17 | Ahmad Abdu Ammuri Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
18 | Ahmad Ali Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
19 | Abdu Hasan Qaddah Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
List of soldiers injured by poison gas on 19 March 2013
Name and surname Status Injury Location of Comments
injury
1 Sawsar Mahmud Husayn Conscript Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
2 Muhannad Abdulrahman al- Conscript Chemical Khan al-Asal -
Shamali poisoning
3 Ali Muhammad Ahd Sultan Sergeant Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
4 Garabed Melkon Bakarian Conscript Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
5 Baha’ Ibrahim Darwish Corporal Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
6 Ammar Jawdat Khalluf Staff sergeant Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
7 Wa’il Mamduh al-Halabi Conscript Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
8 Talib Salih Wannus Sergeant Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
9 Sabyan Muhammad Uthman Conscript Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
10 | Ala’ Muhammad Isa Sergeant Chemical Khan al-Asal -
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poisoning
11 | Manhal Sha‘ban Husayn Conscript Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
12 | Rami Abdullah Shahrur Conscript Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
13 | Isa Ayman Abu Allush Conscript Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
14 | Mu’ayyad Yasin Private Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
15 | Isma‘il Ahmad Private Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
16 | Yusuf Sha‘ban Private Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
17 | Samir Salamah Major Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
List of civilians injured by poison gas on 19 March 2013
Name and surname Status Injury Location of Comments
injury
1 Rami Subhi Qawjah Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
2 Mahmud Ashur Qawjah Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
3 Jum‘ah Muhammad Hijazi Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal Transferred to the
poisoning university
4 Subhi Asi Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
5 Zayn Ahmad Al-Abidin Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal Transferred to the
poisoning university
6 Hassan Ali Isa Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal Transferred to the
poisoning university
7 Ali Yahya Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
8 Shadi Diyab Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
9 Hamzah Sha‘ban Not known Chemical Khan al-Asal Intensive care
poisoning
10 | Ali al-Abdullah Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -
poisoning
11 Manhal Mahmud Ar‘ur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal -

poisoning
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12 Salman Ahmad Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

13 Hilmi Mahmud Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

14 | Haydar Muhammad al- Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
Abdullah poisoning

15 Ali Ar‘ur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

16 Jamilah Ar‘ur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

17 | Fatimah Ar‘ur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

18 Mahmud Ar‘ur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

19 Aminah Ar‘ur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

20 Maha Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

21 Mustafa Rajab Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

22 Nada Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

23 Hamzah Ar‘ur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

24 Ali Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

25 | Nura Rajab Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

26 | Zaynul‘abidin Ar‘ur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

27 Shahd Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

28 Fatimah Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

29 | Zaynab Rajab Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

30 Muhammad Khatub Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

31 Allush Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

32 | Battul Rajab Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

33 Ala’ Mustafa Rajab Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

34 | RahfRajab Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

35 Manar al-Ali Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

36 | Fatimah Hajj Salih Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

37 Du‘a’ Izzu Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

38 Abdullah Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal

poisoning
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39 | AliZa‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

40 | Zaynab Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

41 Ramzi Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

42 | Hasan Hajj Salih Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

43 Yasmin Ar‘ur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

44 | Mariya Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

45 Shakir Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

46 | Malik Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

47 Muhammad Andani Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

48 | Hassan al-Isa Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

49 | Fatimah Ammuri Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

50 | Umar Ammuri Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

51 Abu [lllegible] Abdulrazzaq Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

52 | Ali Muhammad Muhammad Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

53 Ali Mahmud Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

54 | Muhammad al-Isa Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

55 Abdu Batal Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

56 Juhaynah Muhammad al- Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
Shaykh poisoning

57 Sali Jasam Hajj Salih Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

58 | Hayfa’ Hajj Salih Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

59 Sirin Hajj Salih Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

60 | Zaynab Jarh Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

61 Mahmud Abdu Hajj Salih Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

62 Hasan Ammuri Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

63 Zaynab Mustafa Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

64 | Abdu Hasan Ar‘ur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

65 | Aminah Qaddah Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal

poisoning
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66 | Mahmud Qawjah Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

67 | Hasan Subhi Qawjah Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

68 Rami Qawjah Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

69 Halimah Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

70 | Hayat Nasir Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

71 Ridwan Hajj Ahmad Rahhal Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

72 | Sali Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

73 Ahmad Hasan Qaddah Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

74 | Jawahir Hasan Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

75 Ramzi Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

76 | YahyaZa‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

77 | Siham Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

78 Basimah Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

79 [lllegible] Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

80 Mu’ayyad Yasir Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

81 Abdulhamid Hajj Salih Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

82 | Ali Salih Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

83 | Ali Hammud Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

84 | Muhammad Ali Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

85 Ali Mahmud Abdullah Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

86 Muhammad Mahmud Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

87 | Amin Qaddah Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

88 | A’ishah al-Husayn Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

89 Hassan Isa Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

90 | Rajab Ahmad Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

91 Muzayyan Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

92 | Zakariya Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

93 Rim Amin Qaddah Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal

poisoning
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94 Mahmud Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

95 | Mahmud Qaddur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

96 | Mahmud Husayn Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

97 | Abdu Ar‘ur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

98 Mahmud Rahhal Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

99 | Mahmud Khalid Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

100 | Mustafa Rajab Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

101 | Jum‘ah Hijazi Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

102 | Zayn al-Abidin Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

103 | Id Abdu Abdulqadir Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

104 | Muhammad Qastal Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

105 | Zinah Ridwan Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

106 | Marin Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

107 | Ali Shakir Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

108 | Zanub Unuqah Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

109 | Maysa’ Qaddah Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

110 | Fatimah Ammuri Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

111 | Ayyush Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

112 | Zaynul‘abidin Muhammad Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
Ar‘ur poisoning

113 | Ali Muhammad Ar‘ur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

114 | Mahmud Muhammad Ar‘ur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

115 | Mariya Ali Za‘rur Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

116 | Nur Mustafa Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

117 | Rahf Mustafa Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

118 | Ala’ Mustafa Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal
poisoning

119 | Battul Mustafa Civilian Chemical Khan al-Asal

poisoning
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Excellency,

In reference to your letter dated 21 March 2013 addressed to H. E. Mr. Walid Al-
Moallem, Deputy Prime Minister, Minster of foreign affairs and expatriates, I have the
honour to transmit herewith a response letter dated 25 Mach 2013 from H. E. Mr. Walid
Al-Moallem, and its attachment which contains the requested information in response to the
questions submitted to us by the Under Secretary General, Ms Angela Kane on 22 March
2013.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurance of my highest consideration.

Bashar Ja’afari

Ambassador

Permanent, Representative
onfReprasentat
’A qhe RF 45 3

H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon

Secretary-General of the United Nations

Annex: 9 Pages
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