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Dear Mr. Secretary — General,

Thank you for your letter of 4 April 1997, in which you draw attention
to the need for Russia to ratify the Convention on prohibition of chemical
weapons as soon as possible.

I fully share your qualification of this Convention as an unprecedented
international treaty that makes possible the elimination of a whole category
of weapons of mass destruction under effective control. I would like once
again to reaffirm the adherence of Russia to this goal.

I am also in agreement with you on the necessity of Russia's
participation in the Convention as a prerequisite of its effectiveness and
universality.

The Convention has been submitted for ratification to the State Duma
of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation. The active parliamentary
process of consideration of the Convention has already begun. The State
Duma has expressed its intention to finish the ratification process if possible
by this autumn. In this regard it emphasized the importance of taking into
account the issues vital to Russia in the decisions of the Conference of
States Parties to the Convention. It is clear, that the Convention and its

consequences for our country should be carefully and comprehensively

considered by the State Duma.

His Excellency
Mr. Kofi Annan
Secretary — General of the
United Nations

New York



I agree with you, Mr. Secretary — General, that one of the fundamental

problems for Russia with regard to the Convention is the need for significant

expenditures for the destruction of chemical weapons. I appreciate your
readiness to undertake efforts to contribute to its resolution. Effective

international assistance could accelerate the process of destruction of

chemical weapons in Russia. I am hopeful that objective difficulties, as

regards our need for additional time for the ratification of the Convention,

will be only of a temporary nature.
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I would like to stress that since signing the Convention Russia has .

been fulfilling and will fulfil its obligations not to develop and produce .

chemical weapons; not to transfer them directly or indirectly to anyone; not

to use chemical weapons; not to engage in any military preparations for its =

use; not to assist, encourage or induce anyone to engage in any activity

prohibited under this Convention; not to use riot control agents as means of

warfare. Measures have been taken to ensure that toxic chemicals and their

precursors are developed, produced and acquired, stockpiled, transferred or

used only for the purposes not prohibited under the Convention. The

Federal Target Programme on the destruction of chemical weapons adopted

in 1996 is being implemented at a pace permitted by the economic situation

in Russia.

Unfortunately, the Preparatory Commission for the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons has not yet resolved many important

issues which to a large extent will determine the effectiveness and the
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universality of the Convention as a whole and which at the same time affect

the interests of Russia. Under these circumstances the goodwill of all

countries is essential in order to find mutually acceptable solutions to the

outstanding issues.



Once again I would like to reiterate that the speedy accession of

Russia to the Convention on the prohibition of chemical weapons is our

priority goai. |
‘ Respectfully Yours,

B.Yeltsin
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O THE SFORETARY GENERAL Hsro-Hopk, " A vas 1997 rozia

YBaxkaemslii rocnioguH I'enepansupiii Cexperaps,
HacroammM mmero 4ecTs NpenpoBOAMTH TeKCT Iociaanus Ilpesmpenta

Poccuiickoii ®enepanun B.H.Enmsumna u ero HeodMiLuabHBIA IEpeBON Ha

aHITIMKCKOM SA3BIKE B OTBET Ha Baiue nocinauue ot 4 arpens 1997 roja.

CJIABPOB

Ero ITpeBocxomuTenscIBy

I'-Hy Kodbou AHHAHY
I'enepansoMy Cexperapio
Opraumzanuun O6penuaeHHsx Hanuii

r.Heio-Hopk



