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Q: Secreta:l‘y~General how do you address the quesnon of CODﬂlct that
arises between mchwduals as opposed to cultures and natlonSV C
_ C&'

SG: I think that we need to start with education -and I think the issue of _
shared values .. (inaudible) not only the question of human rights, but the
basic education each religion offers us as individuals, c:harﬂy respect for
each other. If we take this on board, we as individuals confront each other
with respect, ad_c_:_qgting our differences and not attempting to impose our

wish dr our culture on others or believing that we are superior to the other

g hunian being. I think our dialogue and our relationship and our contacts wﬂl
. be much smoother and I hope this is what each of us will try and do and give

to our c]nld:en That we should not only acc_pt that there are differences in

culture, i rehgmn, in clwhhzaimns and between us, and that we should

celebrate these differences, and this is part of life and one should not try and

counfront, and so (inaudible) if we are talking of States and communities, and
States and communities are made up of individuals, and the values that I

have indicated here, if ﬂie& are embraced by_ individuals, would also improve
relations between them. — §uelini®, ' | w* A
| ' M@w e



28/086

‘989 MON 22:37 FAA ++171B3UULDY UNLL LuNDuN

CTSEVEVIFS

SG: Iam from Jerusalem where the dialogue of civilizations and the
prospect for the coexistence of cultures could ... (inaudible) my question‘to
ymi is about democracy and diplomacy, all observers are now analysing the
coahtlon-buﬂdmg that Barak is undertakmg My question to you is the
followmg what prcvaﬂs the rmﬁgzﬂg_n,a] wﬂl or the nati onal whim? So my

- question to-you is about the interrelationship between democracy,

responsibility and diplomacy and what prevails, the mteman onal will or the

natmnal whim? - - o e e : - <
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SG: Let me start by talking about my own belief and in fact the message

" that I have been trying to put across ever since I became Secretary-General.

1 thmk weall have to agree there has been excessive preoccupation with
State security and I would like to switch that emphasis on State security to | ¥

the security of individuals within the State, and this is where the issue of

human rights and the rule of law and good governance comes in. So this is

where I stand on that issue. When it comes to the question of what prevails, '

the domestic or the international , I would say that they reinforce each other,/L_'\ VVJ?
but the domesﬁ.c scene cannot be ignt)re;d, particularly when it comes to EW‘/
dealing with local issues. Iwould also be hesitant about prejudging what
Prime-Minister-elect Barak may do or not do. Obviously he is trying .to build

a very broad coalition. Ihad the opportunity of speaking to him aftef the

elebtion' and he did assme-melthat peace would be very high on his agenda

and I presume he’s trying to put together a large coalition to be able to move |

ahead on some of the peace process issues, which is an external issue, but -

. also have enough depth of support within the Government and the Knesset

to be able to contain some of the domestic developments as well . So I

would hope that once he has put together his cabinet and taken over fully he



will move on the peace process. Obviously he will have to make
compromises with some of the people in his party, but I think he is ..
determined to 'gb ahead and T think the exchange of mgssages =Bétwcen him
md@@nd what they said about each other I hope is a good
omen. And I think we should givc bim a chance. - @-a Jher /j: ,Zikjmt‘
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Q: Does the Secretary-General think that the United States and the British
‘Government would have been better advised to seek‘thg appr.t)val of the UN

.-

before going to war over Kosovo (applause)

" SG: 1 seé the audience has voted (laughter) I o ko i }Cf”

Q: Some of the audience
SG T take the point, some of the audience.
On the 24™ March I did make a statement when the air-action began. I

stated then and I repeat it now, that there may be times when it becomes

necessary to use force in pursuit of peace, but the Security Council which

has primary responsibility fo_rpeiace and security must be involved in that

—_—

decision-and NATO’s own charter concedes that point. However, in this

situation, we were faced with 2 competing priorities: the need to respect
international law and the charter and the need to do something about a

compelling humanitarian situation. I was, as Secretary-General, concerned

that by giving preference to the latter, one could set a precedent which

would encourage other groups and other governments who do not have a

- strong case, to resort to use of force without reference to the Council. What

3



~ was also a bit awkward in this particular case is that Nato, which resorted to
use of force without specific approval or authorization by the Council, also

 had three Permanent Members in Nato and when an organization with three
permanent members ignores the Council and nothing is done about it, what
authority, moral or legal, will they have to go and lecture otﬁex;wr 7
other regional organizations. But I think things have ended up well in the

. sense that they did come to the Security Council to see 1zati
deploy troops to establish an interim w

way, underscores the primacy of the Security Council on issues of peace and
security. It is the only legitimate body that can provide legal basis for that

"kind of deployment. So iIn a way we have admitted that sooner or later we

| need the Security Councll and I hope in future it will be sooner rather than .

later. Thank you (applause)

Q: In the world today we see religion has assumed less and less importance

~in the lives of people in the West and in another context reli gion seerms to be

ﬁl_miﬁg away from the spiritual values that are at the heart of our great

traditions I would like to ask what effect you feel this moving away from e

spirituality h_aS'upon the dialogue between ciyilizations. L ’MA:I i
| . L , [5’/1 d /J}ﬂr’ Abr—

Personally I believe that one cannot ignore the spiritual side of life, and I
said in the past that one cannot underestimate the power of prayer and the
lessons that religion teaches us and I cited éome. others in my statement
earlier this moroing. But having said that I think I would leave it to each
individual to make their choice and to live their life as they see fit.



Q: Human-kind is 'W]lelly resistant to this idea of changing, integration;
and harmony as we try to merge mto a mﬂii—wmtg. Now
Christian ethic fails us in a number of different ways...can you tell us
briefly, Secretary-General, how Islamic thought and practice can bring about
this rich and highly-desired idea to promote a new humanity as we approach

the millénnium.

SG: I think in my talk I did indicate we should respect diversity and there

should be free exchange of vieWs.and one should be free to express oneself,

I think with the sort of dialogue and exchange that I have referred to within

societies; and what the Moslerus of this society bring to this society and the

table, if we were to be open and to share and learn from each other, I think

the Moslem community here and their faith and traditions will add to the

dynamism of this society as it has to_ofher societies. - I think this openness - M@h“ pmnd
and the dialogue of civilizations that even leaders like (President) Khatami | 4 e mi

_ 1s calling for is what we need. 'T’m not talking about assimilation, I’'m '

t‘aklkjﬁgof respecting the groups and respecting their traditions and accepting

diversity and treating each individual as your equal. '

Q: We are delighted to hear that the UN has declared the yea.; 2001 tlﬁ'e UN
Year of Dialogue amongst Civilizations and I think that Professor
Huntingdon at Jeast left his mark in some way.  But we’ve had various UN
years on different themes and it doesn’t always have as much substance or
results as one would wish. What preparations could one make or how do

you hope to see this year really implemented, so that it really does have

. e
some substance and lead to genuine dialogue? . Je AQ : ﬁ,afY'f
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SG: Ihope I did not create the impression that one should dismiss Professor
Huntington, in fact we had a .Security-Councﬂ retreat in upstate I\-Tew;_,_Yor'k
and he was one of the speakers who came speak to us. And so we are
practising the dialogue we are talking about. | Let mé say that I think there s
goiﬁg to be a series of events and discussions beginning even now leading
up to the year 2001 and I think when T am often asked this question that the
~ UNhad ﬁeld many conferences and what are the concrete results; the results
may not be tangible, but if we are able to introduce ideas, if we are able to
change the attitudes of people, if we are able to open their minds, to get
them to embrace other ideas and respect what 1s sacrec"i‘ to others and deal.
“with each other as equal human beings, that in itself is important. If we are
able tc; bring different gréups, different religious leaders and others,
together to talk and discuss and have dialogue and go back to their own
communities and share what they has_/e learned, I th:inkﬂiat in itself is

important. When you look at i:l:_a.e_ series of UN conferences. over the past 25' ,

years or s, from environment to sustainable deveiapmcnt, women’s 1Ssues,
population to economic and social development, we put a whole agenda on

the table which some Governments are pulling through very, very

systematically.' I was surprised to see in China, for example, that they have )
analysed the results of each of these conferences, from population to M r_:;("‘; -
women’s issues, to environment and are trying to factor into their national ¢ /

‘plan and passing it down to the local and regional levels.” So depending
upon how you use the resulfs one can get a lot out of thcse'confel;énces, and

| besides, we’ve got the world thinking of environment, we’ve got the world
thinking of sustainable development, we’ve made the world aware of the

importance of demographics and the impact of development and so I think
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we do give a ot at these conferences. It may not be tangible, but it is real.
Tha.nkyouveeruch.. 'y )y IR T,
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