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NOTE TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

91997

Subject: Security Council Briefing on the Humanitarian Situation in Afghanistan

1. Today I joined Mr. Goulding and briefed the Security Council on the
humanitarian situation in Afghanistan in light of the recent intensification of conflict
and main conclusions of the International Forum on Assistance to Afghanistan.
Please see attached a copy of my remarks.

2. During the subsequent discussion, members of the Security Council
indicated great interest in the humanitarian situation in Afghanistan and appreciated
the continuing assistance activities of the United Nations. They were of the view
that convening of the Forum was an important and timely initiative. Support was
also expressed to the UN effort to develop and implement a comprehensive
strategy which would address immediate relief as well as longer-term rehabilitation
and development needs in a broader context of peacemaking and peace-building
efforts.

3. Many delegations encouraged the Secretariat to conduct this type of
briefings on various aspects of UN operations. Members of the Council seem to like
your new measure by which heads of responsible departments participate in its
informal deliberations.

4. The Permanent Representative of Guinea-Bissau suggested that we consider
organising similar conferences for other countries, particularly "fragmented states"
confronted with a crisis of governance. He encouraged the Secretariat to explore
the possibility of applying an integrated approach to assistance to Somalia.
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Yasushi Akashi
28 January 1997

cc. Mr. Marrack Goulding
Mr. S. Iqbal Riza


