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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

20 August 2002

Excellency,

I wish to thank you for your very supportive letter of 13 August 2002

on the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms.

I greatly appreciate your kind words for the efforts made by the
Secretariat to foster the success of the Register and I fully agree that this
global arms transparency instrument deserves to be highlighted on its tenth

year. In this regard, Ihave taken note of all your suggestions.

You will be pleased to know that the Department for Disarmament
Affairs, in cooperation with a number of interested Governments, is
organizing a commemorative event to observe the tenth anniversary of the
Register on 15 October at United Nations Headquarters. I shall also be

issuing a statement to mark the tenth year.

Meanwhile, the Secretariat continues to pursue a number of activities
to promote the Register, including regional and subregional workshops as

well as other outreach activities, such as publications.

Please be assured that the Secretariat will continue with its intensive
efforts to facilitate the progress of the Register. A specific activity that we
would now wish to carry forward, within available resources, is to organize
workshops for all the subregions where the participation in the Register has
been either low or inconsistent. In this effort, the Secretariat will continue to
count on the cooperation and assistance of interested Governments.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

~Koft A. Annan

His Excellency
Mr. John D."Negroponte
Permanent Representative of
the United States of America to the United Nations

New York
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OF THE SECRLARY GENERA ,

Dear Mr. Secretary-General:

On behalf of the United States, I congratulate the
United Natiops. for, ten years of continued suc¢cess in

——

e

. In its tenth year, a record number of United Nations
Member States participated in the Register. This is a
testament not only to the Register, but also to the
participating governments' commitment to building confidence
and improving transparency to make the world more secure,
and to the extraprdinary efforts by the Secretariat to
foster the Register's success.

The increased support for the Register this pagk year
was due il Ilarge parg to the-Depariment.Qf Rigarmament

"Affairsi efforts to educate, facilitate and lobby for the

support of additiomal states in promnting this successful
global confidence and security building measure.

While close to 95 percent of the world's arms transfers
are currently being reported to the United Natioms via the
Register, and that number continues to grow steadily, it is
critical that we continue our efforts in order to reach the
ultimate goal of 100 percent of global arms trades reported.
I hope that the UN will continue its many efforts in this
area, especially the holding of workshops and conferences to
establish global awareness for the support of the Register.
Future efforts should continue to focus on the countries of
Africa, Latin America and the Middle East, as well as
individual nations that have been reluctant to participate.

Hig Excellency
Mr. Kofi Annan,
Secretary-General,
United Nations,
New York.
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occaslon that will also foster'con51stent part1c1patlon A
eglster. I would hope that you persgon _would find
the;o ortunit highl the anniversary and announce
ther: promotional initia 1n-your ‘camfients. to:the
E%semﬁIy. AI—b, contlnued strong support rom.the

: -1‘Pexmanent Representatlves im New York -
ne- . future participation and establlshlng a natlonal
-;contact for -the Register would reinforce the’ Unlted
Natlon s’ commitment to this effort.. :

The United States is committed to reaching the goal of
100 percent involvement and is prepared to .work with you to
achieve this goal. Transparency is essential to global
security, and cooperation is essential for transparency. By
continuing programs that build awareness, new records for '
participation in the Regigter c¢an be get.

Sincerely,

- /WW

John D. Negroponte




